What is a play?

1t is the re-creation of events a5 seen by the play-
wright, producer and players. The dialogue is supplied
by rhe, alavaright,  and the producer and plavers work to
present this as dramatically effectively as possihie.

The style of dialogus varies considarably, ranging from
paetie Shakespeara to prosaic Shaw. In all, we are
fairly easity persuaded chat this is how the characters
actually talked.

Howewer, recent years have saeen Ipcreasing interest
from prafessors and playwrights alike in the patierns
of ewaryday ‘sgeech. Hoie and more scripts are becomi g
pwal Table whizh capture more paloral diaboegee

¥Mhile this |5 scoeptable a2 a whicle Tor comgdy, will
41t sarse 'gleg For fragedy? Can the attention of an
Budfence be hald with the Tackliusten phrases of
everyday speech?

¥f, in addition, the dramatist calls Tor & set devoid
of the uswal Bric-a-bras and provides an action with

pore of the traditional business involving cigarette

lighters, teélephones, eke, it will be obvious that he
has Faith in his script to achieve [Ls purpose.

fnd what of the characters? Who are [thev? What have
they done before? When people meet as strangers, do
thay always tall the truth about themdelvosT

Fhese are some of the considerations which influencaod
the choice of this play for the Society's current
roduction. We hope that you, top, will Find it has
Fﬂturﬂt, |
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